
Year group: 4 Term: Summer 1

Our term ahead:

In maths, we are starting the term off with decimals, before moving onto money. Towards the end of Summer 1, the children will be
learning about time, converting between analogue and digital times and converting to and from the 24 hour clock.
In writing, we will be starting the term by writing an explanation text about rivers, using the knowledge we learnt in our previous
geography topic and during our trip to Howsham Mill. We will then complete a writing unit linked to our RE learning focusing on
Sikhism. We will finish the half term off with writing a newspaper article about Vikings and their link to York.
In science, we will be learning about living things: Classification and changing habitats. In this topic, the children will learn about
vertebrates and invertebrates, plants, habitats and seasonal changes and human and natural impacts and changes on habitats.
In history, we will be exploring the question ‘were the Vikings raiders or peace-loving settlers?’ In this topic, the children will learn
about who the Vikings were and why they came to Britain, how they travelled and what Viking life was like in Britain. We will be
enhancing our learning by going on a trip to Jorvik and DIG!
In music, we will be adapting and transposing motifs, with a focus on the Romans. In this unit, the children will learn to sing a tune in
time, compose and notate a motif and develop and perform their work.
In DT, the children are exploring structures, and they will be building their own pavilions. In this unit, the children will work in teams to
design, build and clad a pavilion that meets a certain design criteria.
In RE, children will be exploring the question ‘Why is the Bible the best selling book of all time?’ In this unit, children will be exploring
the importance of the Bible in religion.
In Computing, children will be completing a unit focusing on computational thinking. In this topic, the children will explore
decomposition, abstraction and pattern recognition and complete algorithm design and apply computational thinking.
In PSHE, our unit focus is relationships. Throughout this half term, the children will be learning about jealousy, love and loss,
memories and getting on and falling out.

Things to do at home:

Each child has their own reading record, which should be brought into school daily. It would be brilliant if you could listen to your child
read at least three times a week. Please make sure these are then logged in your child’s reading record every time that they have
read so that it can be ticked off on our school reading chart. Spending time reading a book with your child is not only incredibly
beneficial for them but it is also a lovely opportunity to spend some quality time together.
The children should also have access to a number of online programmes that can also be used at home to support their learning.
We will continue to use Times Tables Rockstars. The children are able to access these at home using their personal logins in order
to support their knowledge of times tables. TTR is extremely beneficial in Year 4, as the children will be completing a multiplication
check in June. The children also have logins for Spelling Shed which they can use to practise their current spelling lists by completing
different activities and games. Each week, we will be celebrating successes, effort and participation across these platforms.
Homework will be set on a Friday and this will need to be in by the following Thursday. Each week they will receive spelling
homework along with either maths or reading, which will alternate each week.

Other information:

Osprey and Owl class will complete two PE lessons per week - one main session and one fitness session. This half term, Osprey
class will be having their swimming lessons on Thursdays so will need to bring their swimming kit (swimming costume/trunks, goggles,
towel, plastic bag for wet items). Owl class will complete their cricket unit, in which the children will develop a range of skills. The
children will learn how to direct a hit from a bowled ball and track and intercept a ball.
In fitness, children will practise key skills that will highlight the benefits and importance of keeping active and healthy living.
Children will be expected to have a full PE kit (a white t-shirt with blue/black shorts, leggings or joggers) in school for these sessions
along with appropriate footwear. Please ensure this PE is in school throughout the week, ready for the children’s PE sessions. For
safety reasons, children are required to remove or cover earrings and to tie their hair back.
For children in Osprey class, Miss Lawrie will be available every day on the classroom door at drop off/pick up times.
For children in Owl class, Miss Walker will be available after school on the door. A member of staff will also be on the door every
morning.
If you require any further information, we can also be contacted by phoning or emailing the school office.
Thank you for your support,
Miss Lawrie and Miss Walker



Knowledge mats

To help support learning and the retention of key knowledge, we will be embedding knowledge mats for each new unit of
learning. The knowledge mats will be used to help children remember key facts, vocabulary and other important information.
The knowledge mats for the first part of the Summer Term can be found below - if you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher, or Mrs Grason-Taylor (Head of School).
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