
Year group: 5 Term: Summer 1

Our term ahead:

Our topics for writing this half term include a narrative about oceans, linking to our spring term Geography topic. We will also
be writing an historical newspaper article based on the Tudors in York. We will use our knowledge of the Ancient Greeks to
write an exciting narrative and our recent R.E. knowledge will inform a diary entry from the perspective of a Jewish person.
We will continue to practise our spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG) skills in standalone lessons as well as handwriting
practice. In Guided Reading, we will read Philip Pullman’s Clockwork. In the story, apprentice clock-maker Karl must craft a
new figure for the great clock in town - but he is exceedingly short on inspiration. When a mysterious little clockwork character
appears from nowhere, Karl seems to have found the answer to his prayers. In fact he is in for a terrible shock. An intriguing
and magical fantasy that will captivate the children. Non-fiction texts will reflect our wider curriculum learning. We will improve
our retrieval, inference, prediction and summarising skills as well as building a fantastic bank of vocabulary to use in our own
writing.

In maths, we will be continuing our topic on shape, learning about angles and degrees, before moving onto our new topic
based on position and direction. In this unit, we will learn about plotting coordinates, translation, lines of symmetry and
identifying horizontal and vertical lines. Finally, we will learn more about decimals and recap some of our learning from earlier
on in the year.

In History, we will learn all about the history of the banknote and the selection process and criteria set by the Bank of England
in their designs. This is our transition topic to prepare us for Year 6 History too! In Science, we have an exciting new topic
looking at forces. We will explore gravity, air resistance, water resistance, friction and levers, pulleys and gears! This term’s
music topic explores composition to represent the festival of colour (Theme: Holi festival). In D.T., we will be learning a range
of mechanical systems and using these to design and create our own pop-up book. Our R.E. topic this half term addresses
the question: Who should be in charge? We will explore religious laws and leaders and learn about who can become a leader.

If you have any queries or would like to speak to us about your child’s learning, we are available at the end of the day. Please
catch us on the door or email the office to arrange a phone call - we are happy to help! Many thanks for your support, Miss
Lee-Phillips and Miss Baker.

Things to do at home:

We hope everyone enjoyed the Reading Challenge! Children must read at least 25 times within a half term and motivation at
home will not only boost your child’s vocabulary, accuracy and love of reading but it is a team effort towards winning the
whole-school Reading Challenge! Please read at least three times per week for 5-10 minutes with your child and sign their
Reading Record so they can be awarded a tick on the class Reading Chart.
Children can practise their weekly spellings on Spelling Shed at home in preparation for our spelling tests on a Friday. Regular
practise on Times Tables Rockstars will boost confidence with problem solving in maths lessons.

Homework is set on a Friday and is due on the following Thursday (alternating between reading and maths). We recommend
children try as much as they can with the focus being on spellings and Times Table Rockstars. Myminimaths.co.uk and
mathsbot.com are also brilliant resources to support maths arithmetic practice. We recommend children try to complete as
much as they can and, if they require extra guidance, speak to a member of the Year 5 team before the deadline.

Other information:

Year 5 have two PE sessions each week (Tuesday and Wednesday in Kites; Wednesday and Thursday for Falcons) so please
bring PE kits for these days. Children are expected to have a full PE kit (a white t-shirt with blue/black shorts, leggings or
joggers) in school for these sessions along with appropriate footwear. For safety reasons, children are required to remove or
cover earrings and to tie their hair back.



Knowledge mats

To help support learning and the retention of key knowledge, we will be embedding knowledge mats for each new unit of
learning. The knowledge mats will be used to help children remember key facts, vocabulary and other important information.
The knowledge mats for the first part of the Summer Term can be found below - if you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher, or Mrs Grason-Taylor (Head of School).
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