
 
 

 

Friday 3rd May 2024 
 

 

After this weekôs pleasant weather, it finally feels like we have entered the summer term! Seeing the children enjoy the 
school field and spend time outside in the warmer weather is always a personal highlight when it comes to our school 
year.  

I was particularly proud of our Year Sixes, who spent Polling Day revising within school ï their attitudes were amazing 
and each child displayed such a sense of determination and perseverance. As SATs week approaches, we are all sure 
that they will do their absolute best and they each deserve every success.  

From Tuesday 7th May, we are delighted to be able to offer our families the opportunity to donate to the local food bank 
via Woodthorpe Primary School. Families within our community continue to be affected by the cost of living crisis and 
so, if anybody has any of the following items to donate, we would so appreciate your help: 

If you are able to help, please hand any 
donations to the main school office and we will 
ensure that they get to the team at St James 
the Deacon for wider distribution. Thank you 
so much for your support. 

 

Finally, a reminder to our families that school will be closed on Bank Holiday Monday (6th May) and we will look forward 
to welcoming everybody back on Tuesday 7th May.  

Class attendance this fortnight! 
 
 

Cygnets 93.33% Goslings 93.28% 

Hummingbirds 94.63% Kingfishers 95.19% 

Finch 96.15% Robins 94.73% 

Magpie 92.39% Woodpeckers 94.78% 

Owl 96.49% Osprey 96.33% 

Kite 94.56% Falcon 93.59% 

Hawk 92.69% Eagle 93.67% 

School average for this year so far 94.80% 
 
 

 

Thank you to all those parents who managed to get their child to school on time every day! 
As a reminder, if your child is absent from school, please call 01904 806464, followed by option 1 to 
leave a voice mail, report the absence on parent mail or email 
admin@woodthorpe.southbank.academy   

 
  

 

100% attendance parent winners 
Last weekôs winner was the parent of a child in Year 2 
This weekôs winner was the parent of a child in Year 5 
Congratulations on winning a £10 Amazon voucher! 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

SEN Natter and Nibble 

 

We would love to invite parent/carers of SEN children to a ónatter and nibbleô session on Friday 17th 
May at 2:15pm. During the session, you will have the chance to ask any questions and we will have 

some time to talk about how we can support your child during their transition to a new year group. I look forward to 
seeing you there, Mrs Elsworth. 

 
Additionally, If there are any parents who would like to discuss transition, however do not have a child with SEN, please 

do not hesitate to get in touch via the main school office. We understand that moving to a new year group can 
sometimes be an unsettling time, so please let us know if we can support in any way. 

mailto:admin@woodthorpe.southbank.academy


Random act of kindness 
 

We are delighted to share another two wonderful acts of kindness this week in our school community!  
 
George in Year 3 has been beyond kind recently! George completed a nightôs stay in a tent in the back 
garden as part of the Tommys Big Sleep Out challenge. This is a charity for our most vulnerable veterans. 
Despite there being a few showers in the night, Georgeôs grit and determination got him through the 
challenge! Georgeôs target was £100 but he raised a fantastic £215! We are so incredibly proud George, well 
done!  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our next random act of kindness goes to Scarlett in Year 6. We have recently found out from a member of 
the school community just how kind she is! When walking home one afternoon from school, a fellow 
classmate, Josh, unfortunately took a tumble. Scarlett, who saw this didnôt hesitate to check in with Josh. 
She kindly made sure he was OK and helped look after him. Scarlett, we are so proud of your 
thoughtfulness and generosity towards after child at Woodthorpe!  
 
George and Scarlett, two more amazing children at Woodthorpe really highlighting our Woodthorpe 
Character ódeterminedô and ógenerousô.  
 

Special achievement shout out! 
 

 
We would like to give a special shout out to Lily in this weekôs newsletter. We were blown 
away to hear of Lilyôs recent achievements in the local community.  
 
Recently, Lily took part in the York St Georgeôs Day service with her Brownies. Lily was 
asked by her Brownie leader if she would read a few lines as part of the St Georgeôs Day 
service in York Minster.  
 
Lily stood up in front of all the brownies, guides, cubs, scouts, explorers and dignitaries 
and read with confidence and clarity!  
 
Lily, you have truly captured our Woodthopre Character! It is an incredible honour to be 
chosen for this and it is wonderful to hear about your brilliant reading too.  
 
We are enormously proud of Lilyôs achievement!  
 

 

 
 
 



 

Nursery  

Once upon a timeé    

In Ducklings this week we have been learning about traditional tales. We love traditional tales in the nursery. From The Gingerbread Man to Jack 
and the Beanstalk we love them so much! Together we have enjoyed listening to the tales, retelling them in our own words (with fantastic voices 

for the characters), joined in with repeated refrains, helped the Bears eat their porridge and made new homes for the Three Little Pigs!  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Reading for Enjoyment! 

Ducklings are thrilled to have joined the whole school reading for enjoyment! In nursery this week, we have loved choosing our first books to take 
home to enjoy with our families. We are so looking forward to picking lots and lots more books in the future too!  

 
 

 

Shout outs - Ducklings 

A huge shout out to Georgia this week! Georgia you always have a gigantic smile on your face each session. You are always very kind to your 
friends and are a wonderful role model to all of the Ducklings! You have been especially kind when welcoming our new Ducklings and showing 

them all the things we do in Ducklings. Well done Georgia!  

Ask us abouté 

A traditional tale! We can tell you all about our favourites and maybe even tell you some in our own words too!  

 
 
 
 



 
 

Reception  

Science 
Reception have been busy planting lots of different seeds and learning about plants. They have planted radishes, 
strawberries, potatoes, peas, lettuce and nasturtiums. They have been very excited to see them start growing and 

are hoping that in a few months they will have some tasty things to eat!  
  

 

A Visit from Imam Ammar  
We were really proud of our reception children when they 
joined one of their first assemblies to meet Imam Ammar 
from York Mosque. He spoke to us about Islam and the 

different beliefs that Muslims have. Every child in 
reception listened beautifully. Thank you Imam Ammar! 

 

Sock Creations 
Reception have loved using the book óI am NOT an old 
sockô to learn how to recycle old socks and make them 
into our very own sock creatures - here are some of our 

sock bunnies! Any old sock donations would be 
gratefully received!  

 

 

Shout outs - Cygnets 
Piper - For making super progress with your reading and 
writing. You have been working really hard, particularly 
with your writing which is improving every day. Keep up 
the fantastic work Piper!  
 
Oliver - For being a model pupil in Cygnets class. You 
are trying so hard at the moment, setting an example 
with your behaviour and being so kind and helpful. You 
are also becoming a really keen reader - well done 
Oliver! 

Shout outs - Goslings 
Nicholas - For making brilliant progress with your 
reading. I have been really impressed with how hard 
youôve been working in reading and phonics sessions. 
Well done Nicholas!  
 
Mario - For making brilliant progress with your writing. 
You have been really keen to write at home and at 
school and this has really helped to improve your letter 
formation and handwriting. What a superstar - well done 
Mario! 

Ask us abouté 

We have been growing our very own radishes, ask us how they are getting on and what a healthy plant needs to 
grow!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Year 1  

Rowntrees Park School Trip  
We had such an amazing day on our school trip to Rowntrees Park this week. The day was full of activities such as 

mini beast hunting, bookmark making and plant detective games. We loved the fact that we used our science 
knowledge about plants and living things to help us with these activities.  

  
 

 

All Stars Cricket 
  

Year 1 really enjoyed our first cricket session with Joe 
from All Stars Cricket. We focused on how to hold and 
use a cricket bat accurately as well as practising our 
speedy fielding skills. We canôt wait for our next session 

to learn more new skills! 

 
 

Computing - Taking photographs 
This week in computing, Year 1 have been learning all 
about cameras and how to take and edit an effective 
photograph. We used an image storyboard to help us 

plan our very own photo story.  
 
 
 

Shout outs - Kingfisher Shout outs - Hummingbird  

Stanley - For your incredible behaviour on our school 
trip! I was so proud of you and all your knowledge that 
you took outside of the classroom and applied into the 
outside world! 

Hope - for your amazing kindness and team work you have 

shown all the way through Year 1 but especially this week. You 

allowed members of the public to go first on our school trip and 

all of Hummingbirds enjoy being teamed up with you in 

lessons.  

Ask us abouté 

This week, we have been learning all about plants and which parts we can eaté Why donôt you ask us about it?  

 

 



 

Year 2  

All Stars Cricket 
 Year 2 really enjoyed our first cricket session with Joe from All Stars Cricket. We focused on batting skills and were 
able to see how far and how accurate we could hit the ball. Joe also told us about clubs that are happening near us - 

there is a leaflet attached to the newsletter with more information! 
 

 

Fantastic Fractions 
Year 2 have done some fantastic fraction work this term 
- finding halves, thirds and quarters and even working 

out equivalent fractions.  Great work Year 2! 

 

 

Stop Motion Computing 
 
In computing this week, Year 2 have been learning to 
create their own animations using the programme Stop 
Motion. We had to take some good quality photos using 
our Chromebooks, before uploading these into our 
animation programmes. It was quite a challenge! 
 

 

Shout outs - Robin Shout outs - Finch 

Eva - For your fantastic writing!  You are trying so hard with your 

sentences; writing independently with beautiful handwriting, 
remembering capital letters and full stops and even including some 
adjectives and conjunctions.  Keep up the hard work! 

 
Rory - For your wonderful letter writing when our felt tips went on 
strike!  You included brilliant suffixes and really thought about how 
you could improve your sentences.  Great work Rory :)  

Emily D- For your wonderful drawing in our Science work this 

week. You added lots of detail to your drawing and we were 

proud to share it with the class. Well done Emily. 

 

Lara- For your outstanding writing last week. Lara you included 

some incredible vocabulary and suffixes and even had some 

emotional language in there. Keep this up superstar! 

Ask us abouté 

This week we have been learning two religious stories: óThe Crying Camelô and óThe Prophet and the Antsô. We can tell you all about what 
happened in these two stories.  

 
 
 


