
Newsletter Wednesday 22nd October 25   
 

 

What a busy half term we’ve had! Jam packed with learning, sports, school trips and so much 
more! I wanted to take this opportunity to thank our families for their ongoing support. Last week’s 
parents’ meetings were such a lovely way for us to be able to share your child’s progress so far 
this year. Thank you so much for joining us. 
 
We are busy making plans for the next half term, including a whole school advent calendar to 
keep us engaged during the festive countdown. Keep your eyes peeled to find out more! We are 
also inviting families into school for a ‘tales and treats’ session, 3:30-4:45pm on Monday 24th 
November. This will be a lovely opportunity to share a book and a sweet treat. We aim to promote 
a real love of reading within school and are keen for families to be involved! We hope that you can 
join us.   
 
Finally, being ever conscious of our school facilities and our environment, we were wondering 
whether any members of our school community would like to volunteer, specifically helping to tidy 
up the front of school. This would involve some work such as sweeping, planting, weeding and 
generally keeping communal areas tidy. If this is something that you would be interested in doing, 
please speak to a member of the office team and we will register your interest. Although this is a 
volunteering role, we can promise a cup of tea and a biscuit will be provided! Thank you so much.  

Class attendance this half term! 
  

Cygnets 96.14% Goslings 97.25% 

Hummingbirds 94.64% Kingfishers 95.91% 

Finch 94.50% Robins 97.69% 

Magpie 95.84% Woodpeckers 95.20% 

Owl 95.00% Osprey 93.69% 

Kite 96.21% Falcon 96.68% 

Hawk 97.00% Eagle 96.61% 

School average for this year 95.86% 

  
 
Thank you to all those parents who manage to get their child to school on time each day, it really does 
make a difference. Missed days really add up - if you have any queries about attendance, or would like any 
support with getting your child into school, please speak to a member of our attendance team who would 
be glad to help. 
 
As a reminder, if your child is absent from school, please call 01904 806464, followed by option 1 to leave 
a voice mail, report the absence on parent mail or email admin@woodthorpe.elt.org.uk , thank you.    
 
 
                                                                                                                                                 

mailto:admin@woodthorpe.elt.org.uk


 

Random Acts of Kindness  

Can you do something in the October half term to show kindness in our community? If so, we 
would love to hear about it! This could include helping a neighbour, a litter pick or giving up some 

of your free time to help a charity.  

If you would like to nominate your child at any point, please email the school office with the subject 
‘Random Act of Kindness’, the name of your child, a description of what they did and a photo 

(where possible). This will then be passed on to Miss Britland. Should you be unable to email a 
nomination in, please contact the school office and request to speak to Miss Britland. 

We can’t wait to hear how we are kind over our half term holiday! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Nursery  

All things Autumn! 
We have loved all things Autumn in Nursery. We have loved watching this season start to unfold by brushing up the leaves 

and making leaf kebabs, collecting apples and making tasty apple crumble and bird feeders, plenty of Autumnal stories as well 
as thinking about what hedgehogs do at this time of the year including making some homes for them! 

 

 

Nursery shout out! 

A huge shout out this week to Chester for his enthusiasm for learning in Nursery! Each session Chester comes to Nursery 
ready to learn and play. We have been blown away by his wonderful attitude, amazing contributions and fantastic play. Well 

done Chester! 

Ask us about… 

Autumn! We can tell you what happens this time of year including the weather, what animals do and things we notice! 

 

 



 

Reception  

Our wonderful first half term. 
 

Reception has completed their first half term in Reception and what a busy few weeks we have had! We have made 
new friends, played in different areas of provision, had special visitors into school and we have even started to read 

and write! Here are just some of our many wonderful memories from this half term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cygnets shout out! Goslings  shout out! 

Jessie- For your wonderful reading this half term. Jessie your 
blending and segmenting skills are amazing and you are 
starting to answer some comprehension skills in great detail. 
Well done. 
 
River- For being a kind, caring and thoughtful member of our 
class. You always look out for other people and make sure 
they have a friend to play with during choosing time. Thank 
you for just being you. What a superstar! 
 

Erica - For making fantastic progress with your reading. You 
have a really positive attitude to learning and are confidently 
blending already! What a superstar!  
 
 
Archie - For working really hard in handwriting sessions and 
for making super progress with your fine motor skills. Your 
handwriting patterns have been brilliant this week, well done!  
 

Ask us about… 

This week we have been learning all about exploring sounds in our environments as part of our music week. Ask us about the 
sounds we can hear in our local environment. 

 



 

Year 1  

Kingfisher  

In Kingfisher class, we have been looking at addition and number 

sentences. We completed a practical maths activity in the forest, 

creating number bonds with woodland objects! We had to find the 

missing bond to numbers up to 10, hunting around the forest to find 

the correct number of objects! 

Hummingbird 

In R.E, Hummingbirds have done some fantastic work around how 

many Hindus believe that the world was created. We have learnt that 

many Hindu people believe that God has different names when 

completing different roles such as creating, caring and recreating. 

Have a look at our beautiful work! 

 

                              

Kingfisher shout out! 
 

Winston - Thank you for all yourwonderful work in phonics! You 
have really impressed me with your incredible knowledge of our new 
phase 5 phonemes! Keep it up; I am very proud of you! 

Hummingbird shout out! 
Sienna - For working so hard in English. You have been trying so 
hard with your letter formation, meaning that your work is becoming 
really neat - keep up the great work! 
Henry - For your dedication to improving your writing. You are really 
thinking about how to apply phonics knowledge into your work and 
developing your independence - well done! 

Ask us about… 
This week, we have been learning about creation stories from different religions. Ask us how many Christian and Jewish people believe that 

the world began.  

 

Year 2  

Finch - PE 
In PE this week, we enjoyed adding challenges to the game 
‘Lions and Hyenas’. We started by recapping the game, 
before making some of the ‘food’ special so we could earn 
double points. We loved working in our teams to collect as 
much food as possible! 

Robin - PSHE  
We have reached the end of our PSHE unit on "Being Me in My 

World," and we had the opportunity to create our own jigsaw charter! 
We established some classroom rules that we believe are important 
to follow in order to ensure that both ourselves and our peers can 

learn effectively.  
 
 

Finch shout out! 
Primrose - A huge well done Prim for your brilliant work in 
your independent writing! You have carefully thought about 
what to include, and you have created some fantastic, 
detailed sentences. Your work was a pleasure to read. Keep 
up the great work! 

Robin shout out! 
 

Shout out to William this week for his independence in 

English. I have been so proud of the amount of enthusiasm 
and determination to create his story this week, all on his own! 

Well done William.  
 

Ask us about… 
This week, in RE, we have been learning about why we need to give thanks. Ask us about it!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 3  

Magpies                                             

This week Magpie class has been exploring the question 
‘What makes us human?’ in our RE lessons. We have drawn 
what we think souls look like, compared what different 
religions' opinions are on souls, explored what spirituality 
means to us and had a go at some meditation. 

 

Woodpeckers 
We have been working super hard on our column addition and 
subtraction in maths.  We have been making sure that the 
columns are lined up properly and also that the digits are in 
the correct column.  We have also done brilliantly with our 
exchanging. 

 

Magpie shout out! 
 

Khalid - For writing an amazing motivational leaflet in English! 
You have worked incredibly hard this past week and I have 
been amazed by your outstanding ideas on the carpet and in 
your writing! Well done! 

Woodpecker shout out! 
Joshua - for incredible work in maths!  I have been blown 
away with your amazing addition and subtraction over the last 
few weeks.  Well done Joshua! 

 
Hirut - For working really hard with your writing and being 
super helpful to the other children on your table in maths.  
Keep up the hard work!  

Ask us about… 
What a ballad is.  We might even be able to sing you one! 

 

Year 4  

Owls 
 

 
 

In RE, we learnt how to communicate well with partners 
through drawing and maze games to reflect how worldviews 

can be united through celebrating differences!  

Osprey 
This week, we have been publishing our tourism brochures 

that we wrote as part of our independent write.  
We have enjoyed being able to share them with everyone. 

Owl shout out! 

Amelia W - How hard have you worked this week?! You have 

tried your very best in all subjects. We have been especially 

impressed with your exciting writing. 

Thank you for also being a kind and considerate member of 

the class. 

Osprey shout out! 

 

Eva - I have been blown away by your effort throughout your 

independent writing! Your attitude and determination has been 

amazing! You should be extremely proud of yourself! 

 

Ask us about… 
This week, we are investigating what makes a text sacred in RE - ask us about the different scriptures and how one is actually 

treated like a real person and goes to bed at night! Can you remember which it is? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  

Kites 

 

Our focus in RE has been freedom 
and what better way to celebrate 
this than learning about the life of 
Malala Yousafzi and her advocacy 
for girls’ education. We all felt truly 
inspired after completing our work 

about her.  

 

Falcons 
This week, we have thoroughly enjoyed writing our own 

science-fiction narratives based on a robot of our design! We 
created exciting action sequences, describing how our robots 
began to glitch and, thus, needed to be destroyed - we were 

very proud of our work! 

  

Kites shout out! 
Hudson- I was so impressed with the level of focus you 

showed during our Computing lesson this week! You were 
able to use your excellent research skills and then presented 
your findings in an informative poster using Sketchpad- keep 

up the hard work! ⭐ 

Falcons shout out! 
 

April - For her commitment to improving her writing, which has 
resulted in her producing an excellent assessed write to end 

the half term - well done April! ⭐ 

Ask us about… 
This week, we have been learning all about why people need to make a stand and what happens when individuals are denied 

their religious freedom. Ask us about Guy Fawkes’ gunpowder plot and the Divine Right of Kings. 
 

 

Year 6  

 Art: Artist Studies 

Over the last two weeks, Year 6 have embraced their inner 

artists by creating a finished piece of artwork inspired by artists 

of our choice. After exploring and taking inspiration from their 

famous pieces, they created their own unique works. Some of 

our incredible pieces were inspired by Picasso and Van Gogh. 

     

Computing: Cracking the Code 
In computing, Year 6 have been learning about the importance 
of Bletchley Park during WW2. Using their code cracking skills, 
we were able to understand messages in a variety of different 
ciphers, while understanding the role this would have had in 

order to send encrypted messages during the war.   

Eagle Shout Out! 
A massive shout out to both Raheel and Alfie! You both 

showed incredible maturity and focus during our assessments. 
Your self-motivation has led to outstanding progress and we 
could not be more proud of your hard work and dedication. 

Hawk Shout Out! 
A big shout out to Mason for incredible effort during maths 

lessons. Your hard work has really paid off and you have made 
great progress in your assessments. Keep it up! 

 

Ask us about… 
Last week, we learned about classical music relating to oceans and Fingal’s Cave on the Isle of Staffa! We have researched the 

composer Felix Mendelssohn and created our own music to depict waves. Please ask us about it!  

 



 

School Information 

 

Coming soon… 
 

Wed 22nd Oct Last day of term 

Thurs 23rd Oct - Fri 31st Oct October Half Term 

Mon 3rd Nov Back at school 

Tues 4th Nov Peat Rigg parent meeting 3:30pm 

Wed 5th Nov Flu Vaccinations 

Thurs 6th Nov School Photos - siblings & individual photos 

Mon 10th Nov Antibullying week 

Thurs 13th Nov Visit from Yorkshire Ambulance Service 

Fri 14th Nov Children in Need 2025 - More information to follow 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

As we approach our first half term holiday, here are the Woodthorpe Top Ten Tips to Stay Safe Online 
and information about Parental Controls. 

 
 



 

 



 

Woodthorpe wrap-around care 
We are delighted to be able to offer full wraparound support for our families. This starts from 7.50am and 
continues until 5:45pm daily. Our offer includes care for all of our children, from Nursery to Year 6. Nursery pupils 
must book wraparound care sessions through the nursery as, due to the childcare funding they receive, the 
charges are different.   
Breakfast Club: (7.50-8.50am) £4.70/session £3.70/siblings.  Children have a wide range of breakfasts and also 
have the chance to play games with their friends or take part in a morning physical activity to really help wake 
them up. 
After School Club (3.15-5.45pm) £10.00/session £8.40/sibling. At after school club, children start the session by 
having a snack and completing a 'circle' activity. From this, pupils then have the option to complete activities with 
their friends, take part in physical activities or relax with a book or film. 
If you are interested in our wrap-around care options, please email the school office. 

Childminders 
Within our local area there is also a number of Ofsted registered childminders, a full list of these are available via 
the YorOK website: http://www.yor-ok.org.uk/families/Childcare/childcare.htm 
The school also holds an up-to-date list of local childminders who are able to offer 15 and 30 hours care, please 
contact the school directly for this information. 

Your child may be entitled to additional funding! 
If you feel that you might be eligible to claim ‘Pupil Premium’ for your child, we will be able to support you with 
items such as school uniform, breakfast club and daily school meals etc... Please email our school office 
(admin@woodthorpe.elt.org.uk) or call in person to discuss 01904 806464.  
You will need to currently be in receipt of one of the following: 

● Universal Credit, (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by 
earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods) 

● Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual household 
gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC) 

●  Income Support  
● Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  
● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  
●  Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  
● The guarantee element of Pension Credit  
● A  run-on of Working Tax Credit – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.yor-ok.org.uk/families/Childcare/childcare.htm


 

Community board 

 

 



 

 

 

 


